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FOREWORD.
WND]AN [Poetics have not yet received that

due meed of world-recognition -which 1t

== 5o richly and amply deserves. [t comes next
only 1o Indian philosophy in its complex and manifold
affluence of subtle and delicate loveliness. It has
received an illuminating elaboration from many gifted
and penterative minds in the course of many centuries.
It Las been the fashion of late to cry down Sanskrit
poetry as a barren Sahara of conceits and Sanskrit
poelics as a barren Sahara of rules. But a close
study of the bedt and highest works of Indian poesy
and poetics shows that each of these branches of
art—the creatne and the critical—is a ventable
mine of gold.  Mr. A. B. Keith says well : “The
theorists never torgot that genius was necessary for
the highest poctry, as they show by the extra-
ordinary fondness they show for citing Kalidasa
and the premier rank they assign to him.” A nation
that has produced . Valmiki and Kalidasa among
poets and Anandasardhana and Mammata among
cfitics will easily get the highest seat of honour in
the realms of creation and creative criticism by the
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acclamation of all worshippers of the Beautiful in
life and art in all times and climes.

This is not the place or the occasion for dis-
cussing the nature of aesthetic beauty and aesthetic
delight in the absiract or in its setting amidst the
speculations and expositions in regard to it by the
minds of many nations. I have sought to do that
work elsewhere. 1 mudl, however, enter here an
emphatic plea for the &udy of Indian poetics as a
means ol intellectual discipine and emotional
delight.  Poesy has well been called in India
Sakhiltya as it is the God-given companion of man
mn his long journey towards the Infinite and Eternal
Beauty and Bliss. To be a rasika (a man of
aesthetic realisation) and a Sahridaya (a man of
kindred aesthelic moods) is one of the finest bless-
ings and sweeteqt delights in Iife. The creation of
a band of such rasikas and sahridayas will dispel
the glooms of this loveless and j3yless age and will
produce not only individual dehght and social love
but will bring into exiftence that exaltation of mood
which alone will prepare the individual minds and
the national mind for the attainment of spiritual
re-ilumination in our bright and beautiful and
beloved and blessed land.
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I would only state and show here how aesthe-
tics in general, and Indian aesthetics in particular,
are absolutely indispensable for a proper lile and
superlife.  Life without art is sheer naked savagery,
because art is the God-given golden robe which
decorates civilisation.  In the same way art
withopt aesthetics is mere brightness of decoration
and of dress without the lighting of the inner golden
lamp of delight. Let us imagine a youthful maiden
in the height of her blossomed beauty and fascinat-
ing charm, decked with jewels giving lustrc to her
form and deriving lusire from it, and. dressed in
clinging crimson silkk. But what avails her beauty
of form and decoration and dress if she Qands i a
Jdark room where others cannot see her divine
radiance ? Nay, she cannot even see it herself.
Suppose suddenly an electric illumination irradiates
the scene. From a hundred points light shines
forth and waves of glory play around her form and
dress and decoration. Every look is a bliss ; every
movement is a gracc ; and every word is a rapture.
Al every step a cascade of many-tinted radiances
fall from the cut-facets of a hundred diamonds and
she is bathed in that showered cascade of coloured
radiance, even as Lakshmi was and is and shall be
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bathed by the heavenly white elephants pouring
from jewelled vessels the celetial white waters
which do not wet o1 crumple her crimson dress o
her lotus seat, but reveal at each bath a new -aspect
of her ever-new infinite, divine and eternally radiant
loveliness. Every kind and loving look of the
maiden thnlls her soft and dimpled cheek and
curves her lips in wreathed smiles.  The jewels in
her face szem to take a hint {rom the irradiation of
the {acc. ant quiver with new revelations of loveli-
ness  The shimmer of silk and the splendour of
Jace contiibute thenr share to the full summation of
her loveliness:  She sings and the rich thrill of her
voice causes 2 quiver of her framc and a responsive
quiver of her decoration and her dress. lLet us
in the place of such external illumination imagine
an internal llumination by the lighting of an ever-
burning and unquenchable golden lamp in the heart.
Its radiance lls the frame and over-dows and lights
up the facets of her gems and the undulations of her
dress, and nlls the room and lights up the faces and
the hearts of all the persons in the room. How
wonderful will that be > Even so is aesthetics e
mner golden lamp in the heart of art.
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Thus art irradiates life and aesthetics irradiates
art. It 1s thus clear that eventually and fundament-
ally aesthetics irradiates life and superlife. The
analysis of the elements of intelle®, emotion, imagi-
nation, spirit, and form in art 55 not an end in itself.
Its end is the irradiation of life and super-life. Art
is itself a service of man. It serves by pleasing and
charming him into becoming a god. lL.et no one
imagine {or a moment that this idea of art as service
of man is a new and western idea. Professor
Gilbert Murray claims in his “The Rise of the
Greek Epic”’ that it is an old Greek idea. He
says: ““The conception of all the arts, even poetry,
as being so many forms or parts of the service of
man may Qrike a hearer at firt as somewhat
modern and removed from ancient habits of thought.
But I think the truth is just the opposite. The
idea of service to the communily was more deeply
rooted in the Greeks than in us.” | claim that it
was and is even more deeply rooted in the Hindus
than in the Greeks. It has well been said: “‘Lite-
rary art voices life and gives life. The higher the
ast, the more effectively does it fill the onlooker
with a sense of life, personal and racial, dignified,
wholesome, inexhaustible.  Apparently it is ‘the
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ideal within the real’ that becomes ever more mani-
feqt in the course of the evolution of literature.”
There is the true secret of Indian aesthetics and
art. They aim at revealing and expressing the
ideal within the real, the universal within the indivi-
dual, the divine with the human, so that man may
realise his true divineness and step from the earth of
the human life into the heaven of the life divine.
There is a beautiful passage ina play by Aristophanes
wherein /Eschylus asks on what ground a poet
should be admired and FEuripedes answers: * For
his skill, his good counsel, and because we make men
better in their cities.”

The earliest expounders of Indian Poetics were
Bharata, Bhamaha and Dandi. In their works we
find the germs of the rasa, and alamkara theories
which werc afterwards elaborated with wonderful
logical subtlety and acumen. Vamana was the pro-
mulgator of the riti school. Dhvani (suggestiveness)
was lifted to the first rank by Anandavardhana. In
Mammata’s hands we have a wonderful elaboration
of the finest Indian ideas on poetics.. Among later
writers Appaya Dikshitar (the great expounder of
Advaita Vedanta) and Jagannatha (the author of
Rasagangadhara) occupy the most noteworthy
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place. Though these great writers exhibit differ-
ences of central ideas as to the nature and manifesta-
tions and ramifications of aesthetic delight, there is
a fundamental basis of rich harmony among them,
and it is on such basis that the radiant palace of
future Indian poesy in the beautiful Vernaculars of
India must be built for the glory of India and the
Jjoy of the world.

Mr. T. K. Balasubrahmanya lyer, who has
been the presiding genius of the famous Sri Vani
Vilas Publishing House, Srirangam, deserves the
grateful thanks and appreciation of the public in
general and of all lovers of art in particular for having
brought out this rare and valuable work on Poetics by
Rajachudamani Dikshita. The author was great alike
in Poetics and in Poesy and in  Philosophy like the
immortal Appaya Dikshita. South India has not
been less eminent than North India in these finer
fields of humari activity.

Our authos belongs to the earlier half of the
seventeenth century A. b. He was born in a family
o{.eminent and pious men. From that stock came
the great Ratnakhetadhvari alias Rantakheta Srini-
vasadhvari. His great grandfather was Kumara
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Bhavaswami Somayaji who was the author of
Advaita Chintamani. Ratnakhetadvari’s parents
were Bhavaswami and Iakshmi. He belonged to
Visvamitra Gotia. He was the pupil of Kesava
Parivrajakacharya. Ile was the author of Bhavana
Purushottama and other dramas. Satakandharavijaya
and other poems, Sahilyasanjivani and other ‘woiks
on poetics, and Vedanta Ratnavali and Veda
Taravali and Mani Darpana and Advaita kaustubha
and other works on philosophy.  He flourished in
the sixteenth century A. . He nad three sons viz.,
Kesava Dikshita, Ardhanaisvaia  Dikshita, and
our author Rajachudamani Dikslrta. Our author's
parents died wien our author was very voung. His
elder brother Ardhanaiisvara Dikshita brought him
up and educated him well. Ardlianarisvara Dikshita
himself was a great scholar and wrote a learned
commentary on the Ambastava, Our author wrote
many works, a list of which has been given in the
excellent introdudion by the learned scholar Mr.
T. S. Kuppusami Sastriar to our author’s drama
Kamalini Kalahamsa published by the Sri Vani
Vilas Press, Srirangam, in 1917. The works are
IFWEEARIN, TR, DrASTAH TR %':i(-
ndw, gremsgasyieT TaRramfo., dEvgeEs:
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famifad T AEE A AN,  SEATaIaa-
Fzwi:, ardarfatagdfaer faramesgiend fasamio-
240, PFWATAATANOT WIHALRE JEHOL, AT,
IRANArS:, WHT Afaradiiaaey and @azAsd, 93-
aietTARAEAT, # 3. VREITAR: T T UHFCTH -
qai FwEd, AFRTATCIS, ABUYIA, HAAd, wFRH-
Ao, FRIGAFBZAANLE, AARUATART, ASERAIT-
afa, fasmsdt and sEaFdag. The following works
piz., CIAMYafg g, wifsgadriesd, afgamEss also
are attitbuted to him. At the end of lius Tantra-
sikhamani, which is a work on Mimamsa, the date
of 1ts composition is stated to be 1636 A p. (dr4-
a7y gxaAnsz). He was thus a contemporary of
Nilakanta Dikshita who wrote lis Nilakanta Vijaya
champuin 1636 A. 0. (the 47 38th year of Kalyuga).
Both of them studied Mimamsa under the f{amous
Venkateswara Makhi who was the author of Vartika-
bharana and Chatyrdandiprakasika (a standard
treatise on Indian Music). There 15 a tradition
recorded in Sivananda Yogi's life of Appaya Dikshita
that Rajachudamani Dikshita’s sister was the second
wife of Appaya Dikshita. My esteemcd {riend, Mr.
R. Krishnaswami Sastri, Sub-registrar of Tiruturai-
poondi, who is an able scholar and a man eminent
m many branches of Sanskrit learning, has told me
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that Nilakanta Dikshita in his Nalacharita Nataka
refers to a Balakavi (@@ Jgeqsa ar@®fAar) and
that there is a tradition among pandits that the Bala
kavi relerred to above is Rajachudamani Dikshita.
He has told me also that Samarapungava Dikshita
who was the author of Yatraprabandha (published
in the Kavyamala series) was a contemporary of
Rajachudamani Dikshita.

The work now published deals with branches
of Indian poetics. Oalv six Ullasas (chapters) have
been comprised in this Volume. The first ullasa
describes kavya. ®red argar gaolt wsgmat agesdr. The
second ullasa deals with sabda, and the third ullasa
desciibes Artha. The fourth ullasa is of very great
importance and deals with Rase and Dhoani -
Doshu is that which lessens Rasa ; guna is that
which cnsouls and  heightens and intensifies rasa :
and alankara is that which helps and decorates rasa.
WIATEA A, Atz goed, AR GITH-
WAASeay.  The htth wllasa refers to the highet
and lower poctic types. In it the author refers to his
Sastra Dipika Vyakhya. The sixth ullasa refers to
chitra (Sabdarthachitra) viz., decorativeness of word
and idea. The published portion is so very nteresting
that lovers of Indian poetics will cagerly look for-
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“ward to the publication of the remaining portion of
the work. The work is not, like the great works of
Anandavardhana and Mammata a strikingly original
work, but has the great merits of clarity and cogency
and comprehensiveness.

Thus speech illaminates the world and poesy
lluminates speech and poetics illuminate poesy. 1
cannot conclude this {oreword better than by quo-
ting three beautiful verses—the first occurring in
Dandi’'s Kavyadarsa and the second occurring in
Rajachudamani Dikshita’s Kavya Darpana, and the
third occurring in the Lalita Sahasranama—which
express the divine inspiration and influence and im-

plications of poesy:
gEA-Ian: Fo AqG AT
I aegigd sAfqUEarU g

Maafagat greadi- Ag@eIasn |
FG @A FAON FAFAR AT )

FHER: FleAFS! @R @Rz ||

Tanjore. " K. S. Ramaswami Sastri.
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